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Agenda Item 2 
Application Number: 2024- WTRA-00214 
Applicant: Westminster-Canterbury on Chesapeake Bay 
Wetlands Board Public Hearing: December 16, 2024 
City Council: District 8 (Taylor) 

Applicant’s Agent 

Kailey Martinez – Kimley-Horn & Associates 

Location 

2350 Starfish Road 

GPIN 

1590-00-9984, 1590-10-0956, 1590-11-2197 

Staff Planner  

Hannah Sabo 

Proposal 

To construct a pier involving coastal primary sand 
dune and beach. 

Waterway  

Chesapeake Bay 

Subdivision 

Westminster-Canterbury on Chesapeake Bay 

Impacts  

Dune/Beach: 15.3 square feet 

Proposed Mitigation and/or Compensation 

N/A 

Staff Recommendation  

Approval as Submitted 
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Wetlands Board Permit History 

The property is located within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  Staff provides the following recent Joint Permit 
Application (JPA) items regarding the subject parcels associated with this Wetlands Board application:  

November 15, 2017 The Virginia Marine Resource Commission (VMRC) authorized the removal of 
approximately 1,100 linear feet of the existing fishing pier. Said removal occurred 
seaward of mean low water (MLW). No local Wetlands Board approval required with this 
request.  

September 18, 2023 The Wetlands Board approved the construction of a public beach access walkway with 
handicap ramp. An appeal of the Wetlands Board decision to the VMRC was upheld on 
October 24, 2023. 

February 22, 2024 The Wetlands Board approved the construction of a pavilion involving coastal primary 
sand dune/beach adjacent to the previously approved public beach access walkway and 
the expanded WCCB campus. 

 

Summary of Proposal 

The applicant is proposing to construct a concrete pier to replace the existing timber pier. The proposed pier 
will be within the footprint of the existing pier, beginning at the previously approved pavilion and extending 
229.5 feet over the existing sandy beach and into the Bay. The proposed pier is 229.5 feet long by 20 feet wide, 
expanding to 28.6 feet wide where the pier abuts the pavilion. Demolition of the existing pier is proposed as it 
has reached the end of its service life. 

The overall area of the proposed concrete deck is 4,814 square feet and the pier’s pile caps are proposed at 3 
feet higher than the existing pile caps. Thirty-one, 20-inch diameter, hammer-driven precast concrete piles are 
proposed to support the decking. Seven piles impact the beach landward of MLW.  The total proposed impact 
area is 15.3 square feet.  

The primary purpose of the proposed pier is for the use of the residents of Westminster-Canterbury on 
Chesapeake Bay. The secondary purpose is to replace an aging structure.  

Evaluation & Staff Recommendations 

The Coastal Primary Sand Dune Protection Act declares that it is the "policy of the Commonwealth whenever 
reasonably necessary to preserve and protect coastal primary sand dunes and to prevent their despoliation 
and destruction and whenever practical to accommodate necessary economic development in a manner 
consistent with the protection of such features." The proposed pier is within the footprint of the existing pier 
with 15.3 square feet of impacts above MLW. The Wetlands Board previously approved a 6,070 square feet 
pavilion and the 1,158 square feet public beach access walkway, both of which are within the footprint of a 
previously existing structure, the Fish House.  
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Accordingly, the Planning and Community Development Staff is of the opinion that the project is consistent 
with the Commonwealth’s stated policy governing coastal primary dunes/beaches and recommends the 
project be approved as submitted as shown on the project plan set titled WCCB Pier Replacement, submitted 
October 18, 2024 and revised November 19, 2024, prepared by Kimley-Horn & Associates and received by 
VMRC on November 20, 2024. 

 

Next Steps 

Wetlands Board decisions can be reviewed by or appealed to the Marine Resource Commission.  The Marine 
Resource Commission must receive the appeal request within 10 days of the hearing.  Accordingly, no 
approvals can be issued until at least 10 days after the hearing.  

Following the Wetlands Board meeting, applicants and their agents can expect to receive a Board Actions 
Summary via email. 

Within 14 days of the Wetlands Board hearing, applicants and their agents can expect to receive a letter 
detailing any fees owed, any revisions required, and next steps to obtain their permit. 

All questions related to Board decisions or information required to obtain a permit can be directed toward the 
City of Virginia Beach Planning Department – Waterfront Operations Division at 757-385-8246. 
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Site Aerial Map 
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Joint Permit Application – Appendix A 
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Joint Permit Application – Appendix A 
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Existing Conditions 

 

 



Westminster-Canterbury on Chesapeake Bay  
Agenda Item 2 
Page 16 

Proposed Improvements 
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Limits of Disturbance 
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Sections and Elevation 
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Pile Cap Details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Westminster-Canterbury on Chesapeake Bay  
Agenda Item 2 
Page 20 

Lighting Plan 
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Site Photos 
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Site Photos 
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Site Photos 
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Site Photos 
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Disclosure Statement – Page 1 
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Disclosure Statement – Page 2 
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Disclosure Statement – Page 3 - Signed 
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Disclosure Statement – Page  - Signed 

 


