Minutes for the September 25, 2012 Shore Drive Community Coalition General Meeting 
submitted by Todd Solomon 
Meeting Location: Ocean Park Volunteer Rescue Squad Meeting Hall
Meeting Start:  Called to order at 7:31 pm by David Williams.   25 attendees.  

Officers Reports: 

President David Williams – VBCCO Candidate Forum caused this month’s meeting change.
Treasurer Carol Collins – Total balance $6,136  Special Accounts balance $1,562.  18 members.  
Secretary Todd Solomon –July 30, 2012 minutes distributed.  A motion to approve without changes was made by Empsy Munden and 2nd by David Williams.  The motion passed unanimously.     
Special Presentation  - Virginia Beach City Councilman John Moss

Special Guests in attendance –Kenny Golden – City Council Candidate At-large; Chuck Smith-City Council Candidate Kempsville, David McCormick – School Board
John Moss spoke about the following topics:
1) Constitutional Amendment for condemnation rights – John says vote “Yes”

2) Chesapeake Bay clean up, TMDL levels will cost State $2 to $5 Billion.  Costs will be passed on to City Governments.  This will be a big mandate to fund for VB.

3) John sees a real need for City road construction.  New roads and maintenance are going to be a big issue.

4) John believes the RT 460 project is a higher priority for Hampton Roads than the 3rd crossing.

5) What does Light Rail(LR) solve?

· No problems are solved by LR; Average cost overruns are 40%; Only 20% of LR systems achieve 80% ridership

· Last cost projections for VB are $870million.  That would be $250million(25%) for VB residents plus all cost overruns.  This could result in a 7 to 8 cent tax increase for VB.  What could you do with $40 million per year?  A lot of roads could be constructed.

· If you’re concerned about cost and final study results, vote “No”.  Should the City be moving toward a high rise, high density future? 

Q1: Why hasn’t the City dropped the appeal of the Maple Street Dredge site litigation?  A1:  Council hasn’t agreed to drop the suit in its executive session.  A different Council make-up could change this.
Q2: Old trolley systems worked, how is it different than LR? A2: Private companies paid for trolleys.  The car killed off rail.  Transit should be market driven.
Q3: How do you feel about the Town Center TIF?  A3: Not if favor of it.  TIF set in 1999 levels.  All appreciation afterwards goes into TIF account.  Services around TIF outweigh revenue and create burden on rest of VB.
Q4: 2040 planning estimates show high density in Oceanfront, what transportation would be needed to support?  A4: If numbers showed the need, larger roads would have to be built.  A 6-lane Shore Drive would not be out of the question.

Q5: PHP was purchased, why weren’t the 20 private lots included?  A5: John wasn’t familiar with this issue, he will take it back to council and find answers.  John would not support condemnation of properties.
Q6: What do you think about the Arena study?  A6: Most of Council found out about this from the reporters.  Private business should decide the need.  Study in hibernation at the moment.
Karen Forget, Lynnhaven River Now
Fall Festival will be held Saturday Oct. 13th on PHP from 11am to 4pm.  There will be music, food, kayak tours and lots of environmental information.  Parking may be an issue to Ocean Park residents.  Both sides of Marlin Bay Drive will be open for parking.  Shore Drive businesses are allowing parking on their lots.  Crossing guards will be present as well as parking attendants.  
Candidate Forum – Wednesday October 17th at Cape Henry Collegiate.  Starts at 7pm and SDCC’s David Williams is a panelist and partner.

Christy Everett, Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Environmental Learning Center – Open houses held; designs on their website; building is about 200 feet from water; planned access is Chesterfield, if Marlin Bay Drive is extended, Chesterfield access would be closed off.  This plan was based on surveys and stakeholder responses; Parking spots are based on daily usage; Building will be about 270 feet long by 37 feet wide.
New Business: 
Pleasure House Point – Vince Colaizzi of Ocean Park spoke - Buffer lots not purchased by City.  20 lots still owned by private developer.  15 lots north of Marlin Bay Drive extension.  28 to 30 units could be built.  Lots of live oak trees and wildlife habitat will be destroyed.  Cost of lots is $2.5 to $4 million.  Five additional lots are located adjacent to the new CBF building.  10 units can be built there.  Can something be done to prevent building on these lots?
Storm Water Project– The City is working on a massive storm water improvement plan for the area east of the Lesner Bridge.  The project will have multiple pump stations and potentially cost $80 million.  Todd suggested that Mike Mundy, City Public Works Engineer, be invited to a future SDCC meeting to present the project details.
Next SDCC General Meeting November 26, 2012 at OPVRS at 7:30pm.  
Meeting Adjourned – 9:00pm 
Motion to adjourn made by Ann Williams and 2nd by Todd Solomon.  Motion passed unanimously.
